IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please CANCEL claims 1-12 without prejudice to or disclaimer of their subject 
matter. Please ADD claims 13-21, as follows. 

Claims 1-12. (Cancelled) 

13. (New) An image forming apparatus comprising: 
an image bearing member, which bears a toner image; 

a charging member to which a charging voltage is applied to charge said image 

bearing member; 

a transfer member to which a first transfer voltage of a polarity opposite to a 
polarity of the charging voltage is applied to transfer the toner image on said image bearing 
member to a recording material at a transfer position; and 

a controlling portion for controlling a voltage applied to said transfer member, 
wherein said controlling portion changes the voltage applied to said transfer member from said 
first transfer voltage to 0 V before a trailing edge of the recording material passes said transfer 
position, and thereafter changes the voltage to a second transfer voltage after the trailing edge of 
the recording material passes said transfer position, said second transfer voltage having the same 
polarity as said first transfer voltage, and an absolute value of a voltage value of said second 
transfer voltage being smaller than an absolute value of a voltage value of said first transfer 
voltage. 
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14. (New) An image forming apparatus comprising: 
an image bearing member, which bears a toner image; 

a charging member to which a charging voltage is applied to charge said image 

bearing member; 

a transfer member to which a first transfer voltage of a polarity opposite to a 
polarity of the charging voltage is applied to transfer the toner image on said image bearing 
member to a recording material at a transfer position; and 

a controlling portion for controlling a voltage applied to said transfer member, 
wherein said controlling portion turns off said first transfer voltage applied to said transfer 
member before a trailing edge of the recording material passes said transfer position, and applies 
a second transfer voltage to said transfer member after the trailing edge of the recording material 
passes said transfer position, said second transfer voltage having the same polarity as said first 
transfer voltage, and an absolute value of a voltage value of said second transfer voltage being 
smaller than an absolute value of a voltage value of said first transfer voltage. 

15. (New) An image forming apparatus comprising: 

a movable image bearing member, which bears a toner image; 

a charging member to which a charging voltage is applied to charge said image 

bearing member; 

a transfer member to which a first transfer voltage of a polarity opposite to a 
polarity of the charging voltage is applied to transfer the toner image on said image bearing 
member to a recording material at a transfer position; and 
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a controlling portion for controlling a voltage applied to said transfer member 
and the charging voltage applied to said charging member, 

wherein said controlling portion changes the voltage applied to said transfer 
member from said first transfer voltage to a second transfer voltage before a trailing edge of the 
recording material passes said transfer position, and thereafter changes the voltage to a third 
transfer voltage after the trailing edge of the recording material passes said transfer position, and 
said controlling portion makes a first charging voltage of the charging voltage when an area, to 
which said first transfer voltage is applied, on said image bearing member opposes said charging 
member, and makes a second charging voltage of the charging voltage when an area, to which 
said second transfer voltage is applied, on said image bearing member opposes said charging 
member, an absolute value of a voltage value of said second charging voltage being smaller than 
an absolute value of a voltage value of said first charging voltage, and a voltage value of said 
third transfer voltage being between a voltage value of said first transfer voltage and a voltage 
value of said second transfer voltage. 

16. (New) An image forming apparatus comprising: 

a movable image bearing member, which bears a toner image; 

a charging member to which a charging voltage is applied to charge said image 

bearing member; 

a developing member to which a developing voltage having the same polarity 
as the charging voltage is applied to form the toner image on said image bearing member; 
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a transfer member to which a first transfer voltage of a polarity opposite to a 
polarity of the charging voltage is applied to transfer the toner image on said image bearing 
member to a recording material at a transfer position; and 

a controlling portion for controlling a voltage applied to said transfer member 
and the developing voltage, 

wherein said controlling portion changes the voltage applied to said transfer 
member from said first transfer voltage to a second transfer voltage before a trailing edge of the 
recording material passes said transfer position, and thereafter changes the voltage to a third 
transfer voltage after the trailing edge of the recording material passes said transfer position, and 
said controlling portion makes a first developing voltage of the developing voltage when an area, 
to which said first transfer voltage is applied, on said image bearing member opposes said 
developing member, and makes a second developing voltage of the developing voltage when an 
area, to which said second transfer voltage is applied, on said image bearing member opposes 
said developing member, an absolute value of a voltage value of said second developing voltage 
being larger than an absolute value of a voltage value of said first developing voltage, and a 
voltage value of said third transfer voltage being between a voltage value of said first transfer 
voltage and a voltage value of said second transfer voltage. 

17. (New) An image forming apparatus according to Claim 15 or 16, 
wherein the voltage value of said second transfer voltage is 0 V. 
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18. (New) An image forming apparatus according to Claim 15 or 16, 
wherein said second transfer voltage has the same polarity as the charging voltage. 

19. (New) An image forming apparatus comprising: 

a movable image bearing member, which bears a toner image; 

a charging member to which a charging voltage is applied to charge said image 

bearing member; 

a transfer member to which a first transfer voltage of a polarity opposite to a 
polarity of the charging voltage is applied to transfer the toner image on said image bearing 
member to a recording material at a transfer position; and 

a controlling portion for controlling a voltage applied to said transfer member 
and the charging voltage applied to said charging member, 

wherein said controlling portion turns off said first transfer voltage applied to 
said transfer member before a trailing edge of the recording material passes said transfer position, 
and applies a second transfer voltage to said transfer member after the trailing edge of the 
recording material passes said transfer position, and said controlling portion makes a first 
charging voltage of the charging voltage when an area, to which said first transfer voltage is 
applied, on said image bearing member opposes said charging member, and makes a second 
charging voltage of the charging voltage when an area, to which a transfer voltage is not applied, 
between the area to which said first transfer voltage is applied and an area to which said second 
transfer voltage is applied, on said image bearing member opposes said charging member, an 
absolute value of a voltage value of said second charging voltage being smaller than an absolute 

-6- 



value of a voltage value of said first charging voltage, said second transfer voltage having the 
same polarity as said first transfer voltage, and an absolute value of a voltage value of said 
second transfer voltage being smaller than an absolute value of a voltage value of said first 
transfer voltage. 

20. (New) An image forming apparatus comprising: 

a movable image bearing member, which bears a toner image; 

a charging member to which a charging voltage is applied to charge said image 

bearing member; 

a developing member to which a developing voltage having the same polarity 
as the charging voltage to form the toner image on said image bearing member; 
a transfer member to which a first transfer voltage of a polarity opposite to a polarity of the 
charging voltage is applied to transfer the toner image on said image bearing member to a 
recording material at a transfer position; and 

a controlling portion for controlling a transfer voltage applied to said transfer 
member and the developing voltage applied to said developing member, 

wherein said controlling portion turns off said first transfer voltage applied to 
said transfer member before a trailing edge of the recording material passes said transfer position, 
and applies a second transfer voltage to said transfer member after the trailing edge of the 
recording material passes said transfer position, and said controlling portion makes a first 
developing voltage of the developing voltage when an area, to which said first transfer voltage is 
applied, on said image bearing member opposes said developing member, and makes a second 
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developing voltage of the developing voltage when an area, to which a transfer voltage is not 
applied, between the area to which said first transfer voltage is applied and an area to which said 
second transfer voltage is applied, on said image bearing member opposes said developing 
member, an absolute value of a voltage value of said second developing voltage being smaller 
than an absolute value of a voltage value of said first developing voltage, said second transfer 
voltage having the same polarity as said first transfer voltage, and an absolute value of a voltage 
value of said second transfer voltage being smaller than an absolute value of a voltage value of 
said first transfer voltage. 

21 . (New) An image forming apparatus comprising: 
an image bearing member, which bears a toner image; 

a charging member to which a charging voltage is applied to charge said image 

bearing member; 

a transfer member to which a first transfer voltage of a polarity opposite to a 
polarity of the charging voltage is applied to transfer the toner image on said image bearing 
member to a recording material at a transfer position; and 

a controlling portion for controlling a voltage applied to said transfer member, 
wherein said controlling portion changes, regardless of whether the recording 
material is a front side or a backside, the voltage applied to said transfer member from said first 
transfer voltage to a second transfer voltage before a trailing edge of the recording material 
passes said transfer position, and thereafter changes the voltage to a third transfer voltage after 
the trailing edge of the recording material passes said transfer position, a voltage value of said 
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third transfer voltage being between a voltage value of said first transfer voltage and a voltage 
value of said second transfer voltage. 
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